318 THE FISHERIES

are now the three Maritime Provinees had an estimated value of something like
$1,500,000, while the production of Tower Clanada was probably worth $1,000,000.
In 1870 the total was $6,500,000 and this was again more than doubled by 1878.
In the '00°s it passed $20,000,000, and in 1912, $34,000,000. The highest figure was
reached in 1918, with over $80,000,000, but this was in a period of greatly inflated
prices. Between that year and 1921 the total value of the products of the fisheries
decreased, and in the latter year was back to $31,000,000. From 1921 to 1926 a
steady increase to $56,000,000 took place and since then the value has fluctuated
around the $50,000,000 mark (these figures represent the total values of fish
marketed, whether in a fresh, dried, canped, or otherwise prepared state).

The number of employees, which was 87,000 in 1928, decreased to 80,000 in
1929, and the capital invested in the industry, $60,000,000 in 1918 and $62,000,000
in 1929, has shown the same general trend, but with less marked BAuctuations,
as the value of the productsl

Among jndividual fish products, the cod and the salmon long disputed the
primacy; if the record is taken back to early times, the cod is the most valu-
able fishery; in the past 20 years, however, the salmon has definitely taken the
lead, and the heavy pack and high price of lohsters have more than once sent
cod down to third place as in 1927 and 1929, while halibut takes fourth place
among the chief commereial fishes. These changes have, of course, affected the
relative standing of the provinces. British Columbia now occupying the leading
place that in earlier fitmes belonged to Nova Secotia, and producing in recent
vears nearly hali the total value. The yearly record of production since 1870,
the total production by vprovinees for the past six years, and the record by prin-
cipal fish products for the pasi five years in descending order of importance,
are shown in Tables 2, 3 and 4. The ageregate value of production in 1929,
$53,518,521, shows a decrease of 28 p.c. from the figure of $55,050,973 in 1828,
The catch was 83 p.c. smaller, while average prices were 55 p.c. higher, the
higher prices of salmon being the predominating factor.

2.—Total Values of the Fisheries of Canada, 1870-18%8,

Note—From 1870 to 1906 inclusive, years ended June 30; irom 1908 to 1917 (a) inclusive, years ended
Mar. 31: sinee and including 1917 {b), calendar years. No atatistics are available for the nine monthe
period ended Mar. 31, 1907,

Year. Value. Yenr. Value. Year, Value. Yaear. Value.
$ 3 § | T

6,577,391 17,722, 973 21,557, 6308 1916 800, 7
7,673,199 18,679,288 25,737,153 39,208,378
9,570,118 18,386, 103 52,812,044
10,754, 067 418, 5 6, 269, T44
11,481,888 17,665, 2% 56, 508,479
10,350, 385 17,714,902 44,241,330
11,117, 004) 18,977,878 34,931,935
12,005,934 18,941,171 41,800,210
13,215,678 20, 694, 661 42,545,548

13,529,254 20,710, 573 W5,
14,499,979 ), 109,33 47,942,131
1%,817.16 20,407,425 56,360,633
16,524, 002 22,783, 54§ 49, 123, 600
16,458, 102 18,867,121 55,050,873
17,766, 404 21,861, 706 53,518,521

1For detailed historiesl statistics of the Aaherios, see pp. 53-56 of Fisheries Statiatics of Canada, 1924,
obtainable from the Dominien Statistician.



